This post will probably make no one super happy with me, but this is my honest assessment of the election results (which as of right now appear to be a future President Biden, a future VP Kamala Harris, a Democratic House, a Republican Senate, and a 6-3 conservative Supreme Court in no apparent danger of expansion and "court-packing" by a future President Biden):

I'm actually rather happy about this election result. A real balance of power like this has rarely been seen in our history, especially for an incoming president. I believe that it will prevent governmental abuses on both sides of the aisle, and keep extremist impulses in check all across the political spectrum. And boy have I seen enough fanaticism and extremism across the political spectrum over the past 12 years or so to last a lifetime! It does not appear that we will be subjected to the wild swing of the political pendulum that typically occurs with a new administration, and that's a very welcome thing to me.

First off, I have feared for years (and learned through my college studies) that a second presidential term was basically becoming a given due to the growing power of the Presidency, such that a sitting president had an insurmountable advantage over his opponents. This election showed that the Presidency isn't *that* powerful *yet.* And that's very good news, because it means we have a real shot at flipping the White House again in 4 years if America so chooses. And with presidents getting older all the time, one-term presidencies might be more of a thing going forward, for other reasons (health, physical/mental capacity, death in office). One-term presidencies have at least one major upside, which is that administrations have less time to consolidate and then abuse power, and less ability/reason to use the powers of the Presidency to crush their electoral opponents.

As far as this particular election's results, I foresee that Biden will not have an easy time if he tries to circumvent the expected Congressional deadlock with executive orders, administrative state regulations and actions, etc., thanks to the makeup of the Supreme Court, which should generally stick to its intended role as a Constitutional watchdog/referee under its current makeup. Given the high expectations of his campaign and Democrats in general, I feel a little bad for Biden, because the job that he ran for is not at all going to be the job that he gets. Obama did a lot of pen-and-phone Congressional end-runs, Trump did some of that also, but Biden is going to be in a bit of a domestic policy straitjacket with a deadlocked Congress and a 6-3 conservative Supreme Court on every appellate litigator's speed-dial every time a new regulation or executive action comes out.

Time for us all to rediscover federalism and put our primary focus back where it always should have been, on state and local government, the overall legislative process, etc. Time for the Presidency to rediscover its intended foreign policy focus and broad powers in that arena, especially with China continuing to be aggressive and apparently preparing for war, and ongoing Russian aggression as well. Whatever comes down the pike from foreign enemies, America needs to be ready, and that is primarily the President's job. The last two presidents have *generally* coddled our enemies and insulted our allies, and that needs to change ASAP if we want anyone in our corner when the next global conflict ignites. Over these next two years, maybe everyone will magically realize that the Federal government, and especially the Presidency, is not the end-all, be-all for domestic policy issues. Maybe America will move back towards the middle and rediscover the lost art of mutual cooperation and legislative compromise (the HORROR), since only the most moderate legislation is going to get through over the next couple years. I can dream, can't I? ? 

I am unashamed to be a strong conservative Christian. I care deeply about character AND issues AND the proper role of government. I'm as passionate about social issues and domestic policy issues as the next guy, but with a caveat. As conservatives have been saying for a long, long time, it was never the federal government's job to get involved in most of those issues anyway. And it appears to me that we're all about to finally experience what that is like for the first time in a very long time. I, for one, am at peace with the results.
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